Kingston Grammar School Veteran Boat Club

Member Circular 20 April 2011


Water Safety – Incident Reporting

Following the recent changes to our water safety procedures and the approval of our new constitution it is timely to circulate this reminder of the British Rowing requirements for Incident Reporting :-

“ All incidents MUST be logged by the Club Water Safety Officer, even a simple capsize and those involving injury and/or serious damage MUST be reported by the Club Water Safety Officer to British Rowing (using their on-line system)”

In addition to this process, our Secretary may decide to pass a copy of British Rowing reports to the Club’s insurers in cases where there is the possibility of claim.

It is therefore ESSENTIAL that all members responsible for a Club boat on the water (eg coxes and bow steers-people ) report PROMPTLY all incidents involving our Club boats/crews and any other river user or major obstruction (eg bridges or weirs) whether during normal training outings or in competitive events to Martin Leach, the Club Water Safety Officer.

Categorisation of incidents
Incidents should be categorised according to severity:

Category 1 – minor incidents where there is no or minimal damage to Club boats and no personal injury is sustained.

Category 2 – major incidents where any of the following have occurred: 

· significant damage to a Club boat or a boat belonging to another river user, whether or not it remains usable;

· significant damage has been caused to a moored boat or other static obstacle;

· personal injury has been sustained by a Club member or another river user or passer by

Incident report preparation guidance
Reports should include the following information dependant on category.
Category 1 incidents:

A brief report only required giving:

· date and time of incident 

· location 

· persons and equipment involved 

· Brief description of the incident

· Name of person making the report

Category 2 incidents:

A full report giving all the details for a Category 1 incident plus the following:

· weather/stream /wind conditions at the time

· details of other river users and or obstruction involved

· in the case of other oared boats, where possible,  club name and boat ID

· Details of any injuries in all boats involved together with actions taken. 
· To cover the eventuality of an insurance claim being necessary, all Category 2 reports should include a scale sketch map showing the location, relative positions of the boats and/or obstructions involved at the point of impact and ,in the case of moving craft,their courses leading up to impact and, at night, whether their navigation lights were showing.
Martin, or in his absence, a member of the Club’s Committee will be happy to answer any queries you may have.
Neil Christie

President
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